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(57) Abstract: A method for removing a 
silicon oxide film is disclosed which enables 
to efficiently remove a silicon oxide film such 
as a natural oxide film or a chemical oxide 
film at a temperature considerably higher than 
room temperature. In the method for removing 
a silicon oxide film formed on the surface 
of an object (W) to be processed within an 
evacuatable process chamber (18), the silicon 
oxide film is removed by using a mixed gas 
of HF gas and NH 3 gas. By using the mixed 
gas of HF gas and NH 3 gas, the silicon oxide 
film formed on the surface of the object can be 
efficiently removed. 
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